UK Food Group report + Terra Nuova Newsletter
This year, the UN Year of Biodiversity, the fifth annual conference, in Graz Austria, of the European Peasant Seed Network “Let’s Liberate Diversity” brought together nearly 200 seed activists from across Europe and other regions. It was organised this time by Arche Noah and Via Campesina Austria among others. Two UK Food Group members – Heritage Seed Library, Garden Organic and Practical Action – participated. The outputs of the meeting included the Graz Declaration. These will be shared with our European and African partners in our joint EC consortium project. The biodiverse, local seeds being championed by the Network underpin ecological food provision that is essential to securing future food. 

The conference discussed a more coherent approach across Europe for seed saving, exchange and sale of (especially) biodiverse, local seeds. The implementation of new EU seeds legislation for ‘heritage’ varieties, though improved, is different in each member state, with some taking a very restrictive approach. National focal points of the Network, particularly those in France, Italy and Spain, resolved to continue lobbying MEPs and the EC. However, EU rules for ‘commercial’ varieties are increasingly restrictive and favouring seed multinationals’ control of the market and the food chain. The EU is imposing its rules, seeds and technologies (including GMOs if biosafety legislation can be relaxed) on new entrants, eastern Europe and Turkey and other regions through its influence in international treaties, conventions and trade rules, including EPAs. The conference urged actions to protect especially small-scale farmers from the EU’s damaging footprint on the world. 

The next meeting, which will broaden the agenda to include livestock diversity issues, will be held in Budapest in March 2011 just before the governing body of the International Seed Treaty holds its next session that has a focus on the implementation of Farmers’ Rights and ensuring that they are the principal beneficiaries of the Treaty.     
